BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON

Notwithstanding the merit of Johnson, and the cheap
price at which this book was offered, there were not sub-
scribers enough to insure a sufficient sale; so the work never
appeared, and probably, never was executed.

Johnson had, from his early youth, been sensible to the in-
fluence of female charms.
His juvenile attachments to the fair sex were, however,
very transient; and it is certain that he formed no criminal
connection whatsoever. Mr Hector, who lived with him in
his younger days in the utmost intimacy and social freedom,
has assured me, that even at that ardent season his conduct
was strictly virtuous in that respect; and that though he
loved to exhilarate himself with wine, he never knew him
intoxicated but once.
In a man whom religious education has secured from
licentious indulgences, the passion of love, when once it has
seized him, is exceedingly strong; being unimpaired by dis-
sipation, and totally concentrated in one object. This was
experienced by Johnson, when he became the fervent ad-
mirer of Mrs Porter, after her first husband's death. Miss
Porter told me, that when he was first introduced to her
mother, his appearance was very forbidding: he was then
lean and lank, so that his immense structure of bones was
hideously striking to the eye, and the scars of the scrophula
were deeply visible. He also wore his hair, which was straight
and stiff, and separated behind: and he often had, seem-
ingly, convulsive starts and odd gesticulations, which tended
to excite at once surprize and ridicule. Mrs Porter was so
much engaged by his conversation that she overlooked all
these external disadvantages, and said to her daughter, 'this
is the most sensible man that I ever saw in my life.'
Though Mrs Porter was double the age of Johnson, and
her person and manner, as described to me by the late Mr
[David] Garrick, were by no means pleasing to others, *she
must have had a superiority of understanding and talents,
as she certainly inspired him with more than ordinary pas-
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